


Applying Spelling Rules When

Adding th.e Prefix in-

I can add the prefix in- to root words to create new words. 

Example Words 

in+ legal= illegal 

in + possible = impossible 

in+ regular= irregular 

in + active = inactive 

Spelling Rule 

If you are adding the prefix in- before a root word 
that starts with l, in- becomes U-. 

If you are adding the prefix in- before a root word that 
starts with m or p, in- becomes im-. 

If you are adding the prefix in- before a root word that 
starts with r, in- becomes ir-. 

Sometimes, g none of the other rules apply, you just add the 
prefix in- before a root word without any changes. 

1. Use the spelling rules and a dictionary to help you complete the table below.

Root 
word 

accessible 

polite 

legal 

destructible 

logical 

complete 

.. 
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Root word with the
Definition of the prefLX in- word 

prefLX in- added 

Hard or impossible to reach, approach, or attain. 

Not polite; rude. 

Against the law or rules; not lawful. 

Not capable of being destroyed, damaged, or broken. 

Not logical or reasonable. 

Not complete; not finished. 
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